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PEOPLE & PLACES 

CONVENTION 
BUREAUS 

Tou rism Vancouver in Br itis h 
Columbia has appointed Ty Speer as 

i ts new presiden t 
a n d CE O. M ost 
rece n t l y, Speer 
served as dep uty 
CEO o f the 2014 
Commonwealt h 

Ty Speer 
Games in Glasgow, 
Sco tlan d. H e also 

worked for the London 2012 Olympic 
& Paralympic Games. 

The Philadelphia Con vention & 

Visi tors Bureau has promoted Julie 

Coker Graham to executive vice-pres
ident. Graham will work closely with 
Jack Ferguson, the bureau's presi-

dent and CEO, who is expected to 
retire in Janu ary 2016. Prev iously, 
Grah am head ed the Philadelphia 
CVB's sales and services efforts. 

Two sales pos itions have been 
appointed a t Meet Hawaii: Vickie 

Vickie Omura 

Omura as vice-presi
d en t of ci tyw ide 
sales and marketing 
and Grant Hickman 

as regional director 

of accounts for the 
Mi d west . Mos t 
r ece n t ly, O m u ra 

served as director of sales and market
ing at the Moana Surfrider Resort in 
Honolulu, H awaii. Hickman previ

ously served as global account director 
for group and business travel at Star
wood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide. 

SPOTLIGHT: ALBUQUERQUE which was started in 2011 

More than $300 million is being 
spent in the city of Albuquerque on 
current and future projects designed 
to enhance its offerings for groups. 
Included in the projects is a $22 mil

and has brought together a 

group of young apprentices with pro
fessional artis ts each summer since 
then to provide large mosaic panels 
to the outside of the center. The mosa-
ics are par t of a vibrant downtown 

public art scene. l io n redesign o f 
the Albuquerque 

Convention Center, 

scheduled for com
pletion next month. 
As part of the reno
vation, the conven
ti o n cen t e r wi ll 
receive a new exte
rior facade, a red e
sign e d b a llroo m, 
new window s with 
panoramic views, a 
re mod e lin g of the 

The 416-room Nativo Lodge offers "Artist 
Rooms, • with murals on the walls such 
as this one by artist Nanibah Chacon. 

Also in Albuquer
q u e, th e Nativo 

Lodge is adding to 
its Artis t Rooms, 
which feature large
scale murals by local 
artis ts, and expects 
to have a to ta l o f 
eight by the end of 
2014. Jus t outs ide 
Albuquerque in Ber
na lill o, the Hyatt 

lower level atrium, a renovation of 
the kitchen and the addition of LED 
lighting throughout the facility. 

The convention center is also con-
tinuing its exterior mosaic project, 

Regency Tamaya 

Resort & Spa is launching a room ren
ovation that will include all 327 guest 
rooms and suites and is expected to be 
comple_ted by the end of 2015. 

-Ann Shepphird 

. . 

Sam Pollack has been appointed 
sales manager of the Daytona Beach 
Area (Flor ida) Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. Most recent ly, Po llack 
wor ked as a sales manager at the 
Westin / Lake Mary-Orlando North 
in Lake Mary, Florida. 

The Scottsdale (Arizona) Conven
tion & Visitors Bureau has hired Rich 

Cerino as national 
sales manager for 
t he Mi d -At lantic 
market and Alleson 

Liebling as sales and 
dest ination services 
manager fo r th e 
Southwest. Cerino Rich Cerino 

most recently served as account direc
tor for the Sheraton / Phoenix Down
town. Liebling was previously an 
account executive at Hello! Arizona, a 
destination man agement com pan y 
located in Scottsdale. 

The Marina del Rey (California) 
Con ve ntion & Visitors Bureau has 
named Lawrence Stafford business 
development manager. Most recently, 
he worked as national sales manager at 
the Pasadena (Californ ia) Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. 

John McClure h as retired as 
vice-president of convention sales for 
the Anaheim / Orange County (Califor
nia) Visitor & Convention Bureau . 
Prior to starting at the bureau in 1989, 
McClure served as director of national 
accounts at the Anaheim Marriott. 

Wayne Chappell, senior manager 
of trade show customer relations for 
the Greater Houston 
Convention & Visi

tors Burea u, ret ired 
on July 31 following 
16 years of working 
with the bureau. 
Prior to his work in 
Houston, Chappell Wayne Chappell 

served at the Baltimore Convention & 

Visitors Bureau and at the Kansas 
coul iuued 011 page 27 
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REGIONAL FOCUS 

GREATER 
LOS ANGELES 

NEW PERSPECTIVES 

By Rachel Juarez-Carr 

Adjacent to the convention center in downtown Los Angeles, the L.A. Live complex includes the Nokia Theatre, the Grammy 
Museum, Staples Center, the JW Marriott and the Ritz-Carlton hotels and a number of restaurants and clubs. 

Los Angeles is a place where you can take your meeting to a whole new 

level. The city's magnificent sprawl is best admired from above

whether it's from the peaks of the Hollywood Hills, atop a downtown 

skyscraper or a windo.w seat as your flight heads into LAX. 
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In L.A., everyone wants the view 
from the top and, fortunately for visit
ing groups, there are countless 
award-winning resorts, up-and-coming 
restaurants and sought-out venues that 
can set the scene for any event. Visitors 
will be in good company as hundreds of 

organizations head here each year 
including, more recently, the American 
Heart Association, the School Superin
tendents Association and California 
Association of Physician Groups. 

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES: 
TOUCH THE SKY 

From almost anywhere in the City of 
Angels, you can see the cluster of down
town's chrome-colored towers with the 
California sun beaming off their sides. 
This L.A. area has recently become quite 
the destination, and several associations 
base themselves here for their stay. 

Planners bent on impressing dele

gates can turn to notable downtown 
hotel properties boasting enviable roof
top event spaces designed w ith all the 
luxurious amenities: pools with cabanas, 
beer gardens, dance floors and live 

music. The Standard / Downtown, the 
new Ace/Downtown and the JW Marri
ott/L.A. Live are excellent options. 

Downtown's largest venue is the 
gold LEED-certified Los Angeles Con
vention Center, which is scheduled to 
begin a $10 million makeover in August 
while remaining open for events. The 

convention center has 720,000 square 
feet of exhibit space and 150,000 square 
feet of meeting space. Like other major 
venues in L.A., it has hosted glamorous 
soirees, such as the Grammy Awards, 

and many organizations choose the con
vention center as the site of their meet
ings, trade shows and expos. 

"The feedback from our attendees 
was that they really enjoyed the city 
and the convention center," said Chris 
Daw of the School Superintendents 
Association. "As the planner for the 
meeting, I experienced the same thing. 
From the hotel community being easy 
to work with to the convention center 

GREATER LOS ANGELES 

A vintage neon sign marks the intersection 
of Hollywood Boulevard and VIne Street, a 

hub for the film Industry in the 1920s. 

making sure all of our needs were met. 
Our 2013 National Conference on Edu
cation was so successful that our board 
unanimously voted to bring the confer
ence back to L.A. in 2019." 

Another coveted event facility is the 
Frank Gehry-designed Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, whose 2,265-seat audito
rium is available. The hall is part of the 
Music Center, a complex of performing 
arts venues that also includes the 3,189-

seat Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, the 
2,115-seat Ahmanson Theater and the 
747-seat Mark Taper Forum. Other large 

venues include the Staples Center, which 
is home to the Lakers, Clippers and 
Kings, and can seat more than 19,000; a 
new property in the Arts District called 
Lot 613, with more than 15,000 square 

feet of space for up to 1,000; and the 
Shrine Auditorium, former home of the 
Academy Awards, with a 6,300-seat the
ater and a 54,000-square-foot expo hall. 

The most significant one-stop-shop 
complex for visitors is the 4 million
square-foot L.A. Live event and enter
tainment site. Its major event facilities are 
the 7,100-seat Nokia Theatre, with 
235,000 square feet of flexible space; Club 
Nokia, with 59,000 square feet of space; 

and the outdoor, 40,000-square-foot 
Nokia Plaza. At the Grammy Museum, 
attendees can enjoy historical music dis
plays and hands-on exhibits, and, plan
ners can arrange events indoors or on its 
13,000-square-foot rooftop. And a venue 
called the Event Deck, located across 
from the convention center, has 106,000 
square feet of customizable event space, 
with catering by Wolfgang Puck. 

The hospitality landscape is con
stantly shifting and one of the most 
anticipated new arrivals is the afore

mentioned Ace Hotel, located in the 
iconic 1927 United Artists Theatre 
building. In addition to its rooftop pool, 
Ace's event spaces include an ornate, 
1,600-seat theater with a 2,300-square-

- . 

Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites 

Sheraton/Los Angeles Downtown 

Millennium Biltmore Hotel 

Omni Los Angeles Hotel 453 

Ritz-Carlton/L.A. Live 123 

DoubleT rae by Hilton 434 

The L.A. Hotel 469 

L.A. Athletic Club 72 

Standard/ Downtown L.A. 207 

The Une/Koraatown 388 

Luxe City Center 163 

Radisson Hotel at USC 240 

Hilton Checkers 188 

Loews Hollywood Hotel 628 1 

Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 300 

WHole/ 305 

LDnl(fDrltVII'esr Hollywood 200 

The Beverly Hilton 

Montage Beverly Hills 

239 

297 

237 

295 

139 

200 

680 

201 

Beverly Wilshire, e Four Seasons Hotel 395 

Mr. C Beverly Hills 138 

Beverly Hills Hotel 208 

Four Seasons 285 

L 'Ennitage Beverly Hills 117 

Crowne Plaza 258 

Peninsula/Beverly Hills 209 

••• 
Hotel Palomar 264 

60,000 

40,218 

28,589 

21,000 

20,190 

9,650 

9,000 

4,700 

3,892 

5,000 

W/ Los Angeles-Westwood 258 4,796 

FUNCTION SPACE IS SHOWN IN SQUARE FEET 
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Double Tree by Hilton/L.A.- Westside 375 22,000 

Courtyard/Los Angeles-Westside 260 10,000 

Ritz-Carlton 304 30,000 

Marina del Rey Marriott Hotel 370 18,000 

164 6,291 

Fairmont Miramar 334 25,000 

Loews/Santa Monica Beach 342 17,000 

Double Tree Suites 201 13,320 

Shutters on the Beach 198 11,537 

Sheraton Delfina 310 10,000 

JW Marriott/ Le Merigot 175 10,000 

6,000 

Hilton/LAX 1,234 55,000 

Marriott/LAX 1,004 55,000 

Sheraton Gateway Hotel/LAX 802 53,210 

Westin/LAX 740 45,000 

Double Tree by Hilton/LAX 580 42,000 

Renaissance Montura Hotel 496 18,400 

Four Points by Sheraton/LAX 573 16,516 

Crowns Plaza/LAX 613 14,000 

La Quinta/ LAX 278 7,900 

Belmar Hotel 127 7,095 

346 25,000 

Portofino Hotel & Yacht Club 161 8,000 

173 8,000 
127 7,095 

385 6,784 

Hacienda Hotel/LAX 630 20,000 

FUNCTION SPACE /S SHOWN lN SQUARE FEET 
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Just off the bustling boardwalk, the Venice 
Canal Historic District features a system 
of man-made canals built in 1905. 

foot lobby and two banquet rooms. And 
in July, the $172 million Residence Inn 
& Courtyard by Marriott complex 
opened near the convention center. 

Two ongoing projects wi ll add more 
guest rooms to d owntown's current 
inventory. Construction began on The 
Bloc (formerly known as Macy's Plaza), 
which developers plan to turn into a 
complex with shopping, restaurants, an 
open-air courtyard and an improved 
Sheraton / Downtown. Work could be 

done by as early as next fall. The $1.1 bil
lion Wilshire Grand Center project con
tinues a few blocks from L.A. Live; the 
900-room on-site hotel is expected to 
open in 2017 within the West Coast's tall
est tower (73 stories and constructed 
with seismic safety design). 

The L.A. Hotel Downtown is finish
ing a $25 million upgrade with plans to 
become a Hyatt Regency property. In 
nearby Koreatown, Hotel Normandie 

has completed a $5 million upgrade and 
is set to open this fall. Down the street is 
a new hotel, The Line, which draws on 
Korean-American culture. 

Dodger Stadium, located in the Echo 
Park neighborhood north of downtown, 
underwent more than $100 million in 
upgrades in 2013. Groups can meet at 
more than a half-dozen places including 
the stadium itself, which can host as 
many as 56,000; the Lexus Dugout Club 
for up to 350; the Loge Terrace, for up to 
400; or the baseball field, which can be 
used for events of up to 2,000. Shut
tle-bus service is available between the 
facility and downtown. 

GREATER HOLLYWOOD: 
STELLAR VISIONS 

Visitors spend a lot of time looking 
down in Hollywood, especially on the 
star-spangled pavement of Hollywood 
Bou levard, packed with names bearing 

varying degrees of fame. The hand prints 
at the TCL Chinese Theatre are a must-

see, and the venue lends a starry ambi
ance to any event: It's been attracting 
stars and fans since the '20s. Last year, 
the theater debuted a 932-seat IMAX cin
ema, which offers event space in its ball
room and several smaller spaces. 

Just around the block is the Holly
wood & Highland Center, home to the 
3,400-seat Dolby Theatre, which hosts 
the biggest stars come Oscar night. Also 
on site is the Loews/Hollywood (for
merly a Renaissance), which recently 
completed a $26 million renovation. 

If you'd rather escape the tourists, 
tours and Marilyn Monroe look-alikes 
on the Walk of Fame, head up to Grif
fith Park. Here, you can hike up to the 
Hollywood Sign or take a gander 
thro ugh telescopes at the Griffith 
Observatory (which has event space 
for up to 1,800). 

The legendary Sunset Strip runs right 
through the city of West Hollywood, 
and if your group's a little bit rock 'n' 
roll, the House of Blues has event space 
for up to 1,500 people. A few blocks 
south is the Pacific Design Center, which 
can host events as large as 2,500 people. 

In the Miracle Mile neighborhood, 

attendees can explore 40,000 years of his
tory at La Brea Tar Pits, and special 
events can be held at its Page Museum 
after hours. Several other cultural venues 
in this area include the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, which offers 
meeting space for up to 1,000 guests. 

THE WESTSIDE: 
NEW & IMPROVED 

Century City has plenty of first-class 
hotels that hit the mark with planners, 
the largest of which is the Hyatt Regency 
Century Plaza. The National Association 
of County & City Health Officials, the 
Music Business Association and the 
Association of Film Commissioners 
International are organizations that have 

recently held events at this property. 
A range of top-notch venues and 

attractions await in nearby Beverly Hills. 
New on the scene is the Wall is Annen
berg Center for the Performing Arts, 



which opened in October with two ele
gant event sites: the historic 1933 Beverly 
Hills Post Office and the 500-seat Gold
smith Theater. The iconic Beverly Hilton 
recently completed a $7 million renova
tion, which improved its Wilshire Tower 
and Oasis guest rooms and its Interna
tional Ballroom, host to the Golden 
Globes since 1961. Another classic is the 
Beverly Hills Hotel, which is upgrading 
all guest rooms and suites. 

In Westwood, the University of Cali
fornia-Los Angeles has three confer
ence complexes and, during the 
summertime, can house up to 6,000. 
Heading into the hills, you'll find Hotel 
Angeleno in Brentwood with newly 

remodeled meeting spaces. A few miles 
away is the Getty Center, an arty won
derland filled with both cultured locals 
and out-of-towners. Farther up the 405 
is the Skirball Cultural Center, which 
opened its Guerin Pavilion late las t 
year; the new meetings and event space 

GREATER LOS ANGELES 

adds 17,500 square feet to the facility's 
exis ting capabilities and features a 
9,000-square-foot ballroom. 

In Culver City, the DoubleTree by 
Hilton /Los Angeles-Westside has 
completed renovations. And in West 
Los Angeles, the Olympic Collection 
Banquet, Conference & Entertainment 
Center has 35,000 square feet of space. 
Another local choice is the Westside 
Conference Center on Pepperdine Uni
versity's West L.A. Graduate Campus, 
which has 26,500 square feet of space. 

Los Angeles International Airport is 
undergoing significant renovations, 
including a $229 million project at Ter
minal 5 expected to finish next year. 

Last September, the expanded $1.9 bil
lion Tom Bradley International Termi
nal made its debut with more spacious 
gates, luxurious lounges and additional 
shops and restaurants. Near the airport, 
the recently renovated Sheraton Gate
way offers 38 meeting rooms. 

. . 

Five miles east, in Inglewood, the 
Forum reopened in January. The leg
endary con cert venue, which has 
hosted the likes of the Rolling Stones 
and Elvis Presley, was infused with a 
$100 million makeover and offers 8,000 
square feet of new hospitality space, 
17,500 red-velvet theater seats, a new 
Chase Lounge and the renovated VIP 

Forum Club. Its 40,000-square-foot out
door terrace has also been upgraded. 

MARINA DEL REV, 
SANTA MONICA & MALIBU: 

THE SEA-LEVEL SCENE 

It's birthday time in waterfront 
Marina del Rey: The oceanside commu
nity turns 50 this year. Groups can meet 
at several revamped properties. Top

ping the list is the historic Marina del 
Rey Hotel, which is scheduled to reopen 
late this summer on the heels of a $20 
million modernization project. Nearby, 
the Marina del Rey Marriott has com-
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pleted a $6 million upgrade and plans 
to improve the lobby and restaurant 
were recently announced-that new 
work should be completed in 2015. 
Finally, in March, the Ritz-Carlton 
opened Cast & Plow, a restaurant that 
can seat up to 80 guests. 

Family-friendly Santa Monica is one 

of the California coast's most traditional 
vacation spots. Visiting groups can take 
free rides on the electrically generated 
Santa Monica Shuttle-which makes 
pickups at Shutters on the Beach, the 
DoubleTree and the Loews-and head 
to main tourist points: downtown, the 
pier, Main Street and the upscale Mon

tana Avenue shopping area. 
To make the most of the near year

round sunshine, why not meet by the 
sea? At the famous Santa Monica Pier, 
the two-acre Pacific Park can host up to 
2,000 for events, while its 3,400-square
foot Pavilion can be used for more inti
mate gatherings. The Annenberg 
Community Beach House, built by Wil
liam Randolph Hearst in the 1920s, offers 
a pool, volleyball courts and spaces for 
up to 960. And on Main Street at Heri
tage Square, The Victorian, a former 
mansion, has 15,000 square feet of space. 

Inland, the historic Barker Hangar at 
the Santa Monica Airport has 97,000 
square feet of s pace, and the 
22,000-square-foot Museum of Flying 
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welcomes special events. The Santa 
Monica Museum of Art has event space 
in three galleries. Also available is the 
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, located 
next to City Hall and two blocks from the 
beach. The facility currently offers its 
East Wing and patio for events of up to 
250. In local hotel news, the former Sher
aton Delfina is undergoing a lobby rede
sign as part of its transformation into the 
new Le Meridien Delfina. 

The exclusive and largely residential 
beach town of Malibu, just up the coast, 
has some of the area's best sandy spots 
as well as a more educational side. Pep
perdine University offers the Villa Gra
ziadio Executive Center for events. 

Venice has all the beach style and 
boardwalk action you've seen on TV. 

Just blocks from the ocean is Abbot Kin

ney Boulevard, the self-touted "coolest 
block in America," where visitors can 

enjoy art galleries and trendy eateries. Or 
groups can gather at Space, a venue with 
3,100 square feet of space for functions of 
up to 250 people. 

CATALINA, SOUTH BAY & 
PORT CITIES: 

KEEPING CURRENT 

Santa Catalina Island, off the coast, 

has lor:g been a Pacific playground for 
vacationing Angelenos. If your group is 
an active bunch, head up the Garden to 

The San Gabriel Mountains serve as a 
picturesque backdrop for The Langham 
Huntington, which is located in Pasadena. 

Sky Trail, which starts at the Wrigley 

Memorial & Botanic Garden and ends an 
hour or so later at the "You Made It'' sign 
on Divide Road atop Avalon Canyon. 

But it's not all play and no work
there are meeting spaces, too. The main 
community on the island is Avalon, 
home to the Catalina Casino, which has a 
ballroom for up to 1,400 and a cinema. 
The Catalina Visitors Country Club can 
host up to 100, and the Descanso Beach 
Club is expected to debut in September 
after a multimillion-dollar renovation; 
new facilities include a 13,000-square
foot clubhouse with meeting spaces. 

Back on the mainland, the waterfront 
cities of the South Bay boast many 
options for event planners. In Redondo 
Beach, the Crowne Plaza Redondo Beach 
& Marina Hotel recently completed a 
renovation. Construction recently began 
on a boutique hotel, Shade, which is 
expected to open early next year with 54 
guest rooms and a 11,600-square-foot 
event building. The Sunrise Hotel 

recently closed to undergo a $13 million 
renovation but is scheduled to reopen 
this fall as the Redondo Beach Hotel with 
112 guest rooms and 4,633 square feet of 
indoor-outdoor event space. 

Just east, in Torrance, venues include 
the Torrance Cultural Arts Center, 
which has space for up to 500, and the 
14,000-square-foot Torino Festival 
Plaza, which can host up to 530. Farther 
south, on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, 
the Terranea Resort in Rancho Palos 
Verdes is a major retreat destination. 

In Long Beach, the new Pacific Ball
room at the Long Beach Arena opened 
last November with 45,000 square feet of 

event space. The arena is part of the Long 
Beach Convention & Entertainment Cen
ter, which has more than 400,000 square 
feet of exhibit and meeting space and has 
benefited from $40 million in enhance
ments. The Long Beach Airport also 
recently underwent a major renovation. 
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Visitors who bring along their fami
lies might visit the Aquarium of the 
Pacific, which has space for up to 2,500, 
or the Queen Mary, which was the 
world's largest luxury liner when she 
sailed on her maiden voyage in 1936. The 
ship has 80,000 square feet of event 
space. The Courtyard /Long Beach 
downtown recently completed a rede
sign. In addition, more than $60 million 
was spent on renovations at four other 
local hotels: the Renaissance, Westin, 

Hyatt ~egency and Marriott. 
In San Pedro, another port city, one of 

the draws for visitors is the waterfront: 
The USS Iowa, a World War II battleship, 
offers eight event spaces, the largest of 
which can host up to 1,500. And the 
newer $32 million Downtown Harbor 
Plaza & Town Square, which opened in 

June, can host up to 5,000 people. 
Sidled against the marina is the Dou

bleTree/San Pedro, which recently com
pleted a renovation of its event space and 
has moved on to upgrades of its lobby 

and guest rooms. Other meeting venues 
include the Warner Grand Theatre, with 
a 1,500-seat auditorium, and a few doors 
down, the Grand Annex, with 1,500 
square feet of space. For larger functions, 
the 30-acre Wilmington Waterfront Park 
offers a plaza for performances, lawn 

space and two small event spaces. 

THE VALLEYS & 
THE INLAND EMPIRE: 

FLYING HIGH 

The farther you move from the ocean, 
the higher you go. By the time you get to 
the city of Pasadena, you're 600 feet 
higher than downtown Los Angeles, just 
11 miles away. Heightened expectations 

are part of the destination as well, as is 
evident from the number of groups that 

meet here each year for meetings. The 
American Phytopathological Society has 
scheduled an event next summer; the 
Garden Writers Association booked its 
2015 symposium here; and Great Minds 
in STEM plans to visit in October 2015. 
And in 2016, the American Choral Direc
tors Association and the California Asso-

GREATER LOS ANGELES 

ciation of School Business Officials both 
have conferences planned in Pasadena. 

The gold LEED-certified Pasadena 
Convention Center is the main place to 
meet with its 108,000 square feet of space. 
One of the biggest attractions is the Rose 
Bowl Stadium, which hosts the annual 
Rose Bowl football game and, year
round, vintage shopping at the Rose 
Bowl Flea Market. The venue, which is 

celebrating its 100th anniversary, is cur
rently undergoing multi-phase improve

ments scheduled to wrap up in 2018. In 
the meantime, it still welcomes groups in 
the media center (for up to 350), the 
locker room (u p to 400), the Court of 
Champions Courtyard (up to 1,500) or 
the field itself (up to 10,000). Also cele
brating 100 years is the Langham Hun
tington / Pasadena, which recently 
opened the new Chuan Spa. 

Other venues in Pasadena include the 

Pacific Asia Museum, with space for up 
to 300, and the California Institute of 

-.. . -.. 
Torrance Marriott 487 16,000 

Double Tree/Torrance-South Bay 369 15,000 

Holiday Inn/Torrance-Del Amo 329 7,670 

Crystal Park Casino Hotel 226 11,000 

Terranea Resort 582 65,000 

Queen Mary Hotel 314 80,000 
Hilton Long Beach 398 40,000 
Westin Long Beach 469 37,000 

Hyatt Regency/Long Beach 528 22,000 

Renaissance/Long Beach 374 21,000 

Hotel Maya, a Double Tree by Hilton 199 20,000 

Long Beach Marriott 307 12,000 

Holiday Inn Long Beach Downtown 222 8,000 

Courtyard/Long Beach Downtown 159 7,000 

Hyatt The Pike 138 7,000 
: SAN PEDRO , 

Double Tree/San Pedro 226 15,958 

Crowne Plaza/Los Angeles Harbor 244 6,852 

Seaport Village Inn 43 4,060 .. 
The Langham Huntington 380 50,000 

Hilton/Pasadena 296 28,000 

Westin I Pasadena 350 26,000 

Sheraton/Pasadena 311 12,000 
FUNCTION SPACE IS SHOWN IN SQUARE FEET 

For more information, visit AssociationNews.com 
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Warner Center Marriott 
Hilton 

SANTA CLARITA 

Hyatt Regency/Valencia 
Embassy Suites 

Four Seasons/ Westlake 
Westlake Village Inn 
Hyatt Westlake Plaza . . .. • 

474 52,476 
326 23,684 

262 25,000 
156 9,412 

269 45,000 
141 14,000 
262 7,800 

Radisson Hotel & Convention Center 231 19,000 
San Bernardino Hilton 250 13,240 

RIVERSIDE 

Mission Inn 238 20,000 
Riverside Marriott 292 14,000 

• . . • 
Double Tree/ Ontario 484 25,000 
Hilton/Ontario Airport 309 23,040 
Radisson Ontario Airport 299 21,000 .. • 
Kellogg West Conference Center 85 12,800 
Sheraton Fairplex Hotel 247 11,000 

• 
Pacific Palms Resort 292 45,000 

FUNCTION SPACE IS SHOWN IN SQUARE FEET 
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The Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach 
offers event space within walking distance 
of hotels and the city's convention center. 

Teclmology, which has a variety of meet
ing spaces. In peaceful and posh San 
Marino, one of the main attractions is the 

Huntington Library, Art Collections & 

Botanical Gardens. Other green spaces 
are the Los Angeles County Arboretum 
& Botanic Garden in Arcadia, with space 
for up to 2,000, and Descanso Gardens in 
La Canada Flintridge, which has seven 
event spaces, the largest for up to 225. 

The mix of rugged and urban land

scapes in the San Fernando Valley pro
vides many high points for groups. 
Attendees coming from afar often land at 
Bob Hope Airport in Burbank, and a 
nearby option is the Holiday Inn Bur
bank Media Center, which just com
pleted a $15 million renovation. Also in 
Burbank, Warner Bros. Studios is cele
brating the 75th anniversary of Batman 
with a display of iconic costumes, gad
gets and vehicles from the films. The stu
dio offers group tours as well as event 
spaces including the 516-seat Steven J. 
Ross Theater arid the lobby, which can 
host up to 275. Other venues include the 
Civic Auditorium in Glendale, which 
has space for up to 500, and Universal 
City Walk in Universal City, where meet
ing-goers can enjoy movie-themed rides, 
shops and restaurants. Also in Universal 
City, the Hilton recently completed a 

major upgrade that included $7 million 
of environmentally-friendly retrofitting. 
The Sheraton / Universal has a newly 
renovated pool area, which includes a 
24-hour pool bar and a new spa pool. 

In North Hollywood, the Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences offers a 600-
seat theater and a plaza for up to 2,000. 
In town, the former Beverly Garland 
Hotel is scheduled to complete a $20 mil
lion renovation this summer and be 
rebranded as The Garland. In Van Nuys, 
to the west, there's 22,000 square feet of 
event space at the Airtel Plaza Hotel & 

Con ference Cen te r. Fa r ther w es t, 
Northridge is home to California State 

University / Northridge, which can host 
functions of up to 1,000 people. 

Up in the Santa Susana Mountains is 
Santa Clarita, where the Santa Clarita 
Performing Arts Center at the College 
of the Canyons has event spaces, includ
ing a 926-seat theater. In nearby Valen
cia, the Six Flags Magic Mountain and 
Six Flags Hurricane Harbor theme parks 
offer grou p rates, and the Valencia 
Country Club can host events of up to 
300. Southwest of Santa Clarita, on the 
other side of the valley, is Thousand 
Oaks, where the Hyatt Westlake Plaza 
has completed a $2 million renovation. 

The major meetings space in San Ber· 
nardino is the 120-acre National Orange 
Show Events Center, which has 150,000 

square feet of space. To the southwest is 
Riverside, whose convention center 
recently reopened after a $43 million 

expansion and upgrade. It now offers 
more than 66,000 square feet of space for 
groups as large as 3,000. Also in town, 
the Riverside Auditorium & Events Cen
ter can host up to 2,000, and the historic 
Fox Performing Arts Center is a 1,600-
seat venue that has kept the building's 
1929 grandeur. Another meeting venue 
is the Mission Inn Hotel & Spa, which 
has indoor and outdoor meeting space. 

Home to its own international air
port, more than 6,000 guest rooms and 
the 225,000-sguare-foot Ontario Conven

tion Center, Ontario is still growing, 
with the launch of the Ontario Town 
Square Park expected in the next few 
months. Six mil es farther west is 
Pomona, where venues include the 487-
acre Fairplex and Sheraton Fairplex 
Hotel & Conference Center, which can 
host up to 1,000 people. 

NEW POINTS OF VIEW 

In diverse Los Angeles, attendees can 
draw from all sorts of inspiration. Ideas 

can strike from anywhere-perhaps 
while marveling at the glittering stars 
paving the Walk of Fame or gazing out 

at the Pacific Ocean. There are infinite 
ways Los Angeles can work its wonders 
and help your meeting achieve success. • 


